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of the treatment of our case would not prove an embarrassment. I
have the honour to request you to direct him by an order under section
144 Cr. P.G. to leave Champaran at once if he should appear/'
Gandhi on his arrival at Motihari sent a reply to the magistrate:
"Out of a sense of public responsibility I feel it to be my duty to say that
I am unable to leave the district but if it pleases the authorities,
I shall submit to the order by suffering the penalty of disobedience.
My desire is purely and simply for a genuine search for knowledge.
And this I shall continue to satisfy so long as I am free."
Gandhi kept awake the whole night writing letters and giving
necessary instructions to Brajkishore Prasad. He prepared also a plan
for the guidance of those who were to carry on the work in his absence.
Telegrams were pouring in from all parts of India. Mazharal
Haque wired his readiness to start, if required. Pandit Malaviya
expressed his willingness to come, leaving the Hindu University
work. Rajendra Prasad was informed to come at once with volun-
teers, Andrews joined the party, and went to see the collector, but
could not meet him.
On April 17 a large number of tenants came to Motihari and their
statements were being recorded. The police sub-inspector arrived
on the scene and began to note down the names of those who were
present there. Gandhi continued his work unperturbed.
The work of recording the statements of tenants went on the whole
day. When no summons was received till the evening, Gandhi
intimated the magistrate his intention of visiting Parsauni, a village
sixteen miles from Motihari. He also told the magistrate that as he
did not intend doing anything secretly, it would be better if a police
officer accompanied him. The magistrate wrote back saying that he
would be charged with an offence under section 108 I.P.C., that a
summons would be issued against him, and that he hoped that
Gandhi would not leave Motihari.
Shortly the summons came calling upon Gandhi to appear before
the subdivisional officer on April 18. Gandhi further discussed the
situation with his co-workers. He asked them, "What will you do
after I am sent to jail?'9 The workers were at a loss. The discussions
continued the whole night. Gandhi prepared a statement to be read
before the court. He also wrote letters to the secretary of the Planters'
Association and the commissioner in which he recounted the griev-
ances of the tenants and suggested remedies. He gave instructions